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TODAY’S TALK 

1. Provide an overview of the statewide network of California’s marine protected areas 
2. Explore ways that MPAs, marinas, and water quality improvement actions can work    

together on statewide outreach and education for ocean health 
3. Share a funding opportunity for assisting harbors and marinas to improve storm water 
 
Throughout this, we want to gain your insights and suggestions for future collaborations 
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CALIFORNIA’S LONG HISTORY OF LEADERSHIP IN 
PROTECTING SPECIAL PLACES 



www.resource-media.org 

• 90% of big fish that existed in 1950s are gone 
 
• Three-fourths of California’s kelp forest disappeared since 

1960s. 
   
• 1990’s West coast groundfish fishery collapse 
 
• All five commercial abalone fisheries closed 

 

Our oceans are not what they were 100 yrs ago 

PROBLEMS BENEATH THE WAVES 



WHAT IS A MARINE PROTECTED AREA?  



MAKING A DIFFERENCE AROUND THE WORLD 

Work effectively for ecological, economic, recreational and cultural benefits around the world 



PROTECTING OCEAN ECOSYSTEMS…. 

NOT JUST SINGLE SPECIES 



SAFEGUARDING THE BOFFFS:  
BIG OLD FERTILE FEMALE FISH 

• Protecting spawning stock is critical 
• MPAs provide a place for old females to replenish the population 



Reserve Open 

5% 
Nemo 

20% 
rockfish 

100% 
White shark 

SPILLOVER 



CALFORNIA RECOGNIZES THE NEED TO CREATE A 
NETWORK OF UNDERWATER PROTECTED AREAS 

• 1999 California took bold action 
• Managing Agency California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
 



A NOAH’S ARK APPROACH 
 
 

KELP FOREST 



ESTUARIES, ROCKY REEF, DEEP CANYONS ….. 



 124 MARINE 
PROTECTED AREAS 

 
 16% OF CALIFORNIA 

WATERS 
PROTECTED 

 
 





NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY VS. MPA:  
WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE? 

• Federal vs. State 
• Established for different purposes 

• State MPAs-biodiversity protection 
• Sanctuary has no added fishing regulations 
• State MPAs much smaller 



SHINING SUCCESSES:  
Older MPAs glimpse into a possible future for California 

In Channel Islands and Pt. Lobos- in place for close to 20 years, kelp forest is recovering following 
protection of lobster populations.  
Before protection, loss of lobsters allowed explosion of sea urchin, which in turn preyed on kelp 
 



BALANCING USES: COMMERCIAL FISHING  

Throughout state, MPAs designed with extensive input from commercial fishermen to avoid areas close to 
port and critical fishing grounds remained open  
Recent study shows that in some areas 9 years after being put in place, landings and revenues are 
increasing. Not the case in all places, but over time the hope is that MPAs create source of future stocks.  



SPORT FISHING  

• Provided Valuable input: Sport Fishing important activity in California.  
• Most MPAs located away from favorite fishing areas.  
• Other MPAs prohibit commercial fishing, allow recreational.  
• Partners in management 



2) EXPLORING WAYS TO WORK TOGETHER  

 
• How  

• Jurisdiction of Waterboards, Harbors, Marinas and MPAs overlap 
Critical to success of MPAs and water quality 

• Overlap in education and outreach 
• Funding (Prop 1, Once Through Cooling and other opportunities) 
• Permitting considerations of Regional Waterboards inside MPAs 
• Coordinating scientific monitoring  

• How  



WHY MPAS MATTER TO MARINAS? 

• May increase boat traffic to nearby harbors and marinas  
• As climate change and population growth continues, increased visitation and recreational 

activities on our coast 
• Shift in economic activities  
• Changing user group demography 

 



 
 

 

WHY MARINAS MATTER TO MPAS?  

 
 
• Harbors are prime opportunities for outreach and stewardship 
• Entry point to most underwater parks   
• Enforcement frontline 

 
 

 



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH in MARINAS 

• We work closely with many of you on outreach and education 
• Target ocean recreation users 
• Multi-media approach: print publications, signage, social media, online, relationship building 
• Collaborative and cross- messaging approach: (Clean Marinas, Seabird Protection, Marine 

Mammal Protection, Wildlife Disturbance, Water Quality)  
 

• How  



STATEWIDE OUTREACH 



EDUCATION AND OUTREACH TOOLS  

Waterproof boating brochures available to harbors and marinas throughout the state 
Cross- messaging, resource distribution, getting to the right audience 



BROCHURES 



HARBOR SIGNAGE AT > 50 LOCATIONS 

CROSS MESSAGING OPPORTUNITIES:   
Clean marinas, pumpout stations, coast guard, contact information 



TAILORED WEB PAGES 



ON-LINE OUTREACH 
Google Earth tours 

Chamber of Commerce, Visitor websites, Harbor websites, ocean recreation businesses 
Are there linkages that we should be making? 
Are there websites that we should be cross –promoting?  



TARGETING TRADE SHOWS AND BOAT SHOWS  



MARINA EXHIBITS 



MPA COLLABORATIVES 

• County by county locally organized state, federal, local agencies, tribes 
• Education and outreach, Enforcement and compliance, and Research and Monitoring 
• Please join in- ask for more information to get on list serve and participate  



3) STORMWATER IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
HARBORS AND MARINAS CALIFORNIA-WIDE 

Timeline- Late 2017 RFP 
Funding 2018 
Opportunities for coordination  
  



MARINAS:STRATEGIC FRONTLINE OF DEFENSE AGAINST NONPOINT SOURCE POLLUTION 

Over 400 statewide 
Improve water quality and critical in restoring and protecting important coastal species and habitats 
Could help MPAs meet their statutory goals 
Water quality:  reflection of pollutants (sewage, parking lots, dockside cleaning, fuel and boat maintenance)  
Multiple upstream sources 
  



EQUIPMENT OFFERED 
 
 

• Trash skimmers 
• Bilge pumpout stations 
• Solar trash compactors 
• Cigarette butt containers 
• Oil response trailers 



PROPOSAL 
 
 

• Install nonpoint source prevention equipment spanning from Crescent City to San Diego 
• Will improve coastal water quality in at least 18 Marine Managed Areas (including ASBS, 

MPAs, National sanctuaries, national estuaries) 
• Tailored menu of equipment at each harbor to account for coastal morphology, progress on 

implementing clean boating standards and stressor loading.  





QUESTIONS FOR YOU?  
 
 

• Can you suggest locations? 
• Who else can we coordinate with?   
• Suggestions for dealing with CEQA?  
• Suggestions for other types of equipment? 
• Other ways to collaborate?   



THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO IN SUPPORT OF OUR OCEAN 

WWW.CALIFORNIAMPAS.ORG 
 
 


	Slide Number 1
	TODAY’S TALK
	CALIFORNIA’S LONG HISTORY OF LEADERSHIP IN PROTECTING SPECIAL PLACES
	PROBLEMS BENEATH THE WAVES
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	SAFEGUARDING THE BOFFFS: �BIG OLD FERTILE FEMALE FISH
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38

